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As we welcome the arrival of spring, Daylight Savings Time, and more 

families having fun, with their young children, in our Family Resource 

Center, we are experiencing great excitement in school!  Our Read 

Across America week events, included Student Council’s “school spirit” 

days and Dr. Seuss displays!  We “kicked off” the week with a visit 

from First Selectman, Mark Walter as a guest reader for the first-

grade classes and treated them to a reading of his favorite Dr. Seuss 

book Green Eggs and Ham.  Mr. Walter also brought in fresh eggs 

from his chickens that had a greenish hue to show students that 

green eggs really exist! Other guest readers, including the Principal of 

the Nathan Hale-Ray Middle School, Mr. Jason Peacock and Superin-

tendent of Schools, Mr. Brian Reas, joined Mrs. Collins as they each 

read to the other grade levels. Storyteller Ann Shapiro also helped 

students celebrate with stories and songs. 

 

Our PTO sponsors a wealth of cultural enrichment opportunities!  

Among many events, they hosted a bus driver appreciation breakfast 

last month where drivers received special messages of gratitude in 

cards from the children! Additionally, students were treated to 

presentations by accomplished children’s author, Rachelle Burk!  (This 

PTO-sponsored event was organized by Mrs. Chlebowski, with Mrs. 

Trish Hagerty and Mrs. Tammy Spurgeon, as Co-Presidents).  Aside 

from publishing six books, Ms. Burk has also contributed articles to 

many children’s magazines. She is currently working on a seventh 

book, which is a picture biography entitled Painting in the Dark: Esref 

Armagan, Blind Artist about an artist from Turkey. Ms. Burk was eager 

to speak to the students about the creative processes involved in writ-

ing.  Throughout the presentations, she encouraged the children to 

generate their own ideas about writing through life experiences.  She 

explained that events from her life have influenced her writing.  Eight 

randomly selected students were invited to a PTO-sponsored lunch-

eon with the author in the conference room! 

Upcoming Dates 

3/15~ Progress Reports home 

3/16 & 17 ~ Early Dismissal/Parent-
Teacher Conferences       

3/17~ Smarter Balanced Meeting 6:15p                                                                     

3/24~ Early Dismissal/Professional De-
velopment for Teachers 

3/24~ PTO Meeting 7:00 rm 205 

3/25~ No School, Good Friday 

3/29~ Connecting with K 3:45   

4/1~ Basketball Bash  

4/4-4/6~ PTO Book Fair 

4/8~ Arts for Learning Showcase 

4/11~ PTO Fur, Feathers, & Scales 
Grade 1 

4/13~ Early Dismissal/Professional De-
velopment for Teachers 

4/14~ Immigration Reenactment    
Grade 2 

4/14~ PTO Meeting 7:00 rm 205 

4/18-4/22~ No School, Spring Break 



 

 

 

Mrs. Cryan has created a display of third grade artists’ work from Mrs. Miller's class at the East Haddam Library.  

The exhibit features student-selected art pieces with an artist's statement to accompany the piece. Their work 

will be on display throughout the month of March. 

Soon we will enjoy the blooming of daffodil and tulip bulbs that were planted by Brownie Troop #62268, along 

the school’s front sidewalk’s garden edge.  As we near the end of this school year, third graders will encounter 

many middle school transitions, including sharing their fourth grade questions, in advance, of a visit from Mr. 

Peacock, Mr. Parker, and school counselors.  They will also tour the middle school and learn how to open their 

lockers.  

Teachers have been consistently working together to develop curriculum, share instructional strategies and best 

practices, and build a positive school climate, with the staff, for our students and families.  As always, we appre-

ciate working with our school community members as partners in fostering educational excellence, consistent 

communication, and mutual support for the benefit of our students. On behalf of our staff and students, we are 

grateful for this community support!  

 

 

Community preschool and elementary school teach-

ers’ meeting to discuss academic and social curricu-

lum expectations for incoming kindergarteners. 

Student  Council meeting to discuss our new school mascot. 

World Language Club from the high school, teaching 3rd 

grade students French numbers. 

Register your Stop & Shop card 

and earn points for our school 

when you shop and use your card.  

School code is 06023. 



 

 

  
East Haddam elementary School-school of distinction 

The Connecticut State Department of Education released results from the Next Generation Accounta-

bility system at the State Board of Education meeting on March 2
nd

 and the East Haddam Elementary 

School was identified as a SCHOOL OF DISTINCTION. This is a substantial recognition considering the 

East Haddam Public School district is one of forty-two districts, recognizing schools of distinction, out 

of the state’s 169 districts and 840 schools!  

Preceding this honorable recognition, the East Haddam Elementary School was recognized by the 

CSDE in 2013 as an EXCELLING SCHOOL, and in 2010 with ConnCAN’s Award as the 1st of Connecti-

cut’s Top 10 Most Improved Schools!   

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL IN THIS SCHOOL COMMUNITY FOR THEIR  

CONSISTENT CONTRIBUTIONS TO EACH STUDENT’S SUCCESSES! 

During dismissal of students in the cafeteria “pick-up station”, we ensure that students are safely 

connected with those picking up their child. Supervising adults help facilitate the sign-out process, 

starting at 3:15 on regular school days (1:15 for scheduled early dismissals). Please do not pick up 

students earlier, unless it is absolutely necessary as this disrupts classroom learning and interrupts 

routines.  

 

Arrival Procedures, noted in our Family Handbook, indicate that supervising staff members are not 

available prior to 8:40 AM to supervise students, including those dropped off at school to wait in our 

school lobby. When students are brought to school in vehicles, other than the bus, please be certain 

to adhere to the following safety procedures: 

 Do not block the handicapped parking spaces by the fence 

 Allow students to open and close the passenger side door only as you quickly drop off the  

child(ren); do not leave the driver’s seat of your vehicle while in the student drop off section in   

front of the crosswalk; instead, please pull into a parking space for the safety of all 

 

Between March 21st and April 8th, third graders will begin their Smarter Balanced online assess-

ments; results are expected to arrive during their 4th grade school year. These test results represent 

only one piece of information relative to each student’s overall performance and citizenship. Third 

grade parents and guardians are invited to a Smarter Balanced Overview at 6:15 PM on March 17th 

in room 205 (please note the PTO meeting was rescheduled for March 24th at 7:00 PM). 



 

 

 

Class lists will soon be developed for next year’s placements:  

1) All kindergarten placements will be prepared by our Pre-K/Kindergarten team of teachers in con-

junction with the principal and academic support staff; placement information will be sent home, 

through the mail, over the summer;  

2) All grade level teachers and academic support staff will develop class lists for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd grad-

ers; these students will bring home their placement information with their last report card in June;  

3) Our third grade students, transitioning to fourth grade, can expect their 4th grade placement infor-

mation to arrive home, in the mail, over the summer. 

If you have pertinent educational information to share regarding your child’s fourth grade placement, 

please contact the middle school guidance department by May 1st. 

 

Before the end of the school year, our teachers meet with next year’s grade level staff to discuss stu-

dent placement information.  Please share information that is pertinent to your elementary child’s class-

room placement and success next year, in writing with your child’s classroom teacher by April 15th; 

share anything that will help your child become a successful learner with information concerning your 

family’s personal involvement with difficult situations this year, or in the past, so we consider this infor-

mation as we place students into next year’s classrooms. 

 

Mr. Peacock, middle school principal, and Mrs. Collins presented the Global Language Exploratory 

Committee’s World Language Proposal, to the Board of Education on March 8
th
, to enhance instruction 

in our secondary schools and incorporate Spanish instruction for kindergarten through third grade, 

starting this fall! 

 

Ms. Marianna Wikarska brought her World Language Club members and French students to our school 

to teach third graders French numbers, through songs, on March 11
th
!  

 

Families should expect second trimester progress reports to come home before the March 16th and 

17th parent/teacher conferences. As you review your child’s progress, please consider involving your 

child in discussions. Building a common understanding of this information is critical to the continued 

growth of our learners; please keep open communication, with your child’s teacher, and reach out any-

time you feel this is necessary. 

 

This is a reminder of the importance of each student’s arrival to school on time and remaining in school 

throughout the entire day (reference our Family Handbook, Board of Education Policy 5113.2/

Attendance).  Although exceptions may arise, please help to keep your child in school throughout the 

entire school day. Each teacher has important classroom routines and they continue their instruction 

until dismissal. Furthermore, it is difficult for teachers to consistently support student learning with the 

interruptions of students entering school late and exiting the classroom prior to our dismissal. If a stu-

dent must be dismissed early for a specific reason, a note from the parent should outline the reason for 

the early dismissal.  In case of emergencies only, the parent may call the office to request an early dis-

missal. Tardiness will be excused for a legitimate reason as presented in a note from the parent or in 

person.  

 



 

 

All Children, Beginning Kindergarten  

in the Fall of 2016 are Invited, with Their Parents/Guardians 
 

  Connecting with Kindergarten 

Activities include 

*Kindergarten teachers reading a story, and doing an activity with children 

*Parents gaining information and having questions answered by school administration along with 

our Reading and Math Specialists 

*Children and parents meeting other families of incoming Kindergarten children 

When:     March 29, 2016 (Snow Date March 3rd) 

            3:45-4:30PM 

Where:    East Haddam Elementary School 

          Cafeteria & Room 205 

A parent or guardian must accompany children.  In order to have adequate supplies, please 

RSVP by calling the school office at 873-5076. 

Thank you to all who contribut-

ed to our school’s Jump Rope 

for Heart and American Heart 

Association events that totaled 

$7,420.00! 

 

We are in need of 

paraprofessional,  

teacher, and nurse  

substitutes.   

Please apply through: 

http://

www.applitrack.com/

easthaddam/onlineapp/ 

We will be hosting a special Arts for 

Learning Showcase on Friday, April 

8th, starting at 9:00, with at least 

thirty-six cultural arts performers, 

throughout the day! Our Planning 

Committee is in need of PTO volun-

teer assistance throughout that day. 

If you are interested in helping us, 

please contact our PTO Co-

Presidents, Mrs. Spurgeon and Mrs. 

Hagerty.  All volunteers and our 

school community members are in-

vited to join us for this event. Please 

RSVP by April 1st with a hand-

written note to our school office with 

the names  of those who plan to at-

tend.  



 

 

   Kindergarten  

Violet Bachelor 

Cole Brookman 

Colton Campagna 

Robert Carter 

Carly Cummings 

Salem Curtiss 

Rosalee Distefano 

Jewels Dumont 

Carinna Egan 

Matthew Forsyth 

Ethan Heath 

Pheobe Hennerberger 

Kade Karpiej 

Olivia Kaupp 

Austin Laban 

Colin Martin 

Kayleigh Roy 

Avery-jean Valli 

Michael  Zieler 

Michael Zieler 

First Grade 

Gunnar Anderson 

Payton Balducci 

Reagan Bean 

Sabrina Cazassa 

Adam Corrales 

Ethan Crowell 

Madilyn Curtis 

Aiden Deckelman 

Lauren Drozd 

Avery Hendry 

Sydney Jandreau 

Nathan Knapp 

Trent Larson 

Kiera Mager 

     Makaylee Martin 

Dylan McMahon 

Doc Myers 

Mia Schultz 

Olivia Varni 

Matthew Winakor 

Second Grade 

Grady Barber 

Colby Bryant 

Collin Campagna 

Samantha Crotty 

Kyle Davis 

Brianna Desiata 

Morgan  Dimartino 

Lucas Farina 

Nathan Gallmon 

Madelyn Gowac 

Jenna Hochdorfer 

Madeline Humiston 

Lily Jahne 

Alivia Kolasinski 

Isabella Laban 

Nicholas Martel 

Christopher McClure 

Ivar McDonald 

Joshua Ricard 

Harrison Shoesmith 

Davion Smith 

Ashlyn St. Germaine 

Hunter Straub 

Third Grade 

Shaina Ang 

Ariana Bannon 

Kaitlyn Clark 

Kallysta Farina 

Evangeline Hale 

Nicholas Lacasse 

Walter Lake 

Abigail Martin 

Aiden Matetich 

Resa McQuarrie 

Sara Melluzzo 

Ava Pear 

Drea Simler 

Autumn Smith 

Ryan Solovei 

Mason Staehly 

Ella Valli 

January & February 2016 


